NEW TEACHER INSTITUTE AND CERTIFICATION INFORMATION
VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY
The New Teacher Institute (NTI) is designed to provide new Technical Specializations and Healthcare Science Technology Education teachers with basic instructional skills.  The major emphasis will be on organizing curriculum, delivery methods, managing the occupational classroom and laboratory, integration of technology and other issues critical to the success of new teachers as they make the transition from industry to the classroom. 

Participants must register for the New Teacher Institute in the Fall and Spring semesters (3 hours each, total of 6 semester hours), along with Internship in Teaching Career Education (6 semester hours each, total of 12 semester hours).  All work is done for college credit.  

Due to the nature of this program and the format used, a high degree of self-motivation, organization, and willingness to learn new technology is a requirement.  Potential students must be committed to a high degree of academic effort, full participation in required activities, and to learn through new and emerging technology and methods. 

NTI and Internship are only part of the certification requirement for initial certification. Other certification requirements include six semester hours of educational foundations (two courses), the exceptional child requirement (HB671), and the GACE Ethics Exam. Students should review the Program of Study for Initial Certification for specific course requirements.
Admission to Valdosta State University
All participants must be admitted to Valdosta State University.  Participants who currently possess a bachelor’s level degree will be admitted as graduate students.  Undergraduate students should list their major as “WED” and graduate students should list their major as “ACED.”  In most cases, admission should be for the Fall semester, however some students may wish to begin with required “Foundations” courses in the Spring or Summer semester.  

For more information on the admissions procedure, please contact Pam Dobbins in the Department of Leadership, Technology, and Workforce Development, Valdosta State University at (229) 333-7409 as soon as possible.  Participants who do not meet admission requirements as set forth by the Board of Regents will not be able to enter or complete the program.  Participants should let Pam Dobbins know their 9-digit student number (870…) as soon as it is assigned by the Admissions Office.  The admissions process should be started as soon as possible, as there are admissions deadlines that must be considered.

Dates, Location, and Time
The New Teacher Institute at Valdosta State University is continuing to be offered as a Fall and Spring program, rather than a summer program.  This will allow a participant to complete the program without having to relocate to the Valdosta area for four weeks at a time.  Class meetings will be held on a series of Saturdays, along with one or two meetings held in conjunction with major CTAE conferences.  Online activities will be used to supplement in-class instruction, including online synchronous video conferencing that may be done from the participant’s home or school computer.  It is hoped that this will be a cost-effective model for many participants and will allow for the immediate application of skills and competencies learned in the class meetings.

The New Teacher Institute at VSU is a combination onsite, online, and school-based program.  Onsite meetings will be held at Middle Georgia State University (MGSU), Macon, Georgia. Meeting in Macon allows for a central meeting location as students travel from all over Georgia. Onsite meetings will be held on the following dates:

	Date
	Meeting Format

	Fall 2023 Semester *

	August 12, 2023
	On-site: MGSU, Macon

	September 9, 2023
	On-site: MGSU, Macon

	October 14, 2023
	On-site: MGSU, Macon

	November 11, 2023
	On-site: MGSU, Macon

	December 2, 2023
	Online; Dec 2, 2023

	Spring 2024 Semester*

	January 6, 2024
	On-site:  MGSU, Macon

	January/February 2024
	HSTEA Winter Workshop-Lagrange (Jan 31-Feb2)
TIEGA Winter Workshop-Savannah, Dates TBD

	February 24, 2024
	On-site: MGSU, Macon

	March 23, 2024
	On site: MGSU, Macon

	April 13, 2024
	On-site: MGSU, Macon

	*All dates and locations will be selected prior to the beginning of the academic year and are subject to change based on other professional events.


The Institute will meet from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  Participants must attend all sessions except in the case of an emergency or illness.  Exceptions will not be granted for vacations, coaching duties, or other activities except for extreme circumstances.  All participants must have access to a computer, with a high-quality internet connection. 

Dress, Supplies, and Other Materials

Dress for all workshop activities will be business casual.  Generally speaking, attire that is acceptable for wear in your classroom and laboratory is appropriate for NTI.

Participants should bring a three-ring binder with paper to the NTI for use in organizing materials provided during the workshop.  In addition, participants will be asked to bring curriculum guides, textbook(s) used in classes, and a copy of the lesson plan form required in the participant’s school district at the appropriate class meetings.  CTAE supervisors or principals should be able to provide assistance in obtaining these materials. Participants should also bring a copy of their teaching license and professional certification documents to the first meeting, if available.
Meals and Lodging
Meals and lodging are the responsibility of the participants.  Numerous restaurants are within easy driving and walking distance of the classroom location.  There are a number of reasonably priced motels in the area.  Participants are urged to specify government or Valdosta State University rates and inquire about complimentary meals and other amenities.  
It is our desire to make your experience as a participant in the NTI at VSU a pleasant and beneficial one.  If you have further questions or concerns, please contact  us at Valdosta State University.  We are looking forward to having you as a part of Valdosta State University.
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NTI Coordinator:

Pamela Dobbins, M.Ed. BSN, RN
Department of Leadership, Technology, and Workforce Development
Valdosta State University

Valdosta GA 31698-0080

Phone: (229) 333-7409
Fax: (229) 333-7167

E-mail: padobbins@valdosta.edu
Thanks for attending the New Teacher Institute at Valdosta State University!
Simple Answers to Frequently Asked Questions About T&I and HSTE Certification Through Valdosta State University
What courses are required?

For most people, coursework includes the New Teacher Institute (NTI), internship, two educational foundation courses (History and Philosophy or Student Evaluation & Classroom and Laboratory Management) and an exceptional child course (SPEC 2000 or PLU equivalent) for a total of 27 semester hours.

Are there other requirements?
Yes, there are sometimes industry requirements based on your content area.  These can be found on the Georgia Professional Standards Commission website. 
Do I have to be admitted to VSU?

Yes. You can be admitted as either an undergraduate student (major is Workforce Education, Secondary Career-Technical Education) or as a graduate student (major is Adult and Career Education, Career-Technical Education).

Do I have to pay tuition?

Yes. You can see a fee schedule at http://www.valdosta.edu/finadmin/financial/feeschedules.shtml. 
Can I work on a degree while I complete my certification?

Absolutely! All undergraduate coursework may be applied to the B.S. Ed. in Workforce Education degree, while much of the graduate coursework may be applied to the M.Ed. in Adult and Career Education degree. If you have a master’s degree, ask about our options for a specialist degree (Ed.S.). 
Since I live a long way from Valdosta, how can I complete my certification without a lot of travel?

The coursework and activities are offered using a wide variety of methods including off-campus face-to-face classes, web-based instruction, video conferencing, and school-based practicum.  Plan on attending a Saturday class in Macon four to five times in the fall and four to five times in the spring.  The remainder of the requirements are done without the need for travel. Meeting in Macon is new.  In an effort to help with travel times for students, VSU is working with MSGU to host meetings/classes.  
How long does it take to complete my certification?

This really depends on individual circumstances, but most students can finish in one academic year (fall, spring, and summer) while they are fully employed in their school system.
When can I get started?

Students can begin in the fall, spring, or summer.  NTI starts in the fall, but other required coursework may be taken before NTI, after NTI, or while you are completing NTI.  Entry is very flexible, as long as you meet the admission deadline for the semester.

How do I get started?

Good question!  Always start by being in contact with Pam Dobbins at padobbins@valdosta.edu.  Admission to VSU is the next step.  Check the information packet for more details or check with Mrs. Dobbins.
Please use the following checklist as you prepare to attend the New Teacher Institute at Valdosta State University.





Review NTI materials.  See your CTE Director.





Complete and return student profile form to Pam Dobbins if you haven’t already done so.





Contact at � HYPERLINK "mailto:padobbins@valdosta.edu" �padobbins@valdosta.edu�.





Apply for admission to Valdosta State University (visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.valdosta.edu" ��www.valdosta.edu� or call the Admissions Office at


1-800-618-1878 (undergraduate) or the Graduate School (graduate) at 229-333-5694.





Prepare for payment of tuition and fees.





Make lodging arrangements, if necessary.





Arrive at class at the announced date and time.











